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A Note 

Welcome back to another 

new year and the first 

issue of Many Tongues, 
One Voice!   This year 

brings a fresh start and a 

new chance to change 

the trajectory of 

students’ lives forever! 

We hope you are 

entering into the 2018-

2019 school year 

refreshed and full of 

enthusiasm and energy!  

This edition is dedicated 

to giving you a broad 

perspective of the

dynamic and diverse 

group of students who

make up our English
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Did You Know?
Did you know Winston-Salem/Forsyth County has the third 

largest EL student population in the state, outnumbered 

only by Charlotte-Mecklenburg and Wake County 

Schools?  English Learners in this county made up around 

10% of the student body in the 2017-2018 school year and 

represent 100 different language groups including 

Esperanto, Patois, Amuzgo, Wandala, Urhobo, and Zarma. 

Learner population, both 

locally and nationally. 

They are undoubtedly 

some of the most 

interesting and 

rewarding students you 

will ever work with. Our 

EL population is also 

continuously changing, as 

global events impact our 

new arrivals and national 

demographics, bringing 

with them new challenges 

and opportunities for 

educators to grow in 

capacity and 

compassion.  Good luck 

in this new year and 

happy teaching! Don’t 

hesitate to reach out to 

us if we can help! 
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Amanda Cannon
Middle/High SIOP Coach and EL Facilitator 
Phone: 336.748.4000 (ex. 51511)
Email: alcannon@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Diana Castaño
Bilingual Programs Coach
Phone: 336.748.4000 (ex. 51509)
Email: dmcastano@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Chari Fischer
EL Administrative Assistant
Phone: 336.727.8029 (ex. 34209)
Email: clfischer@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Lissette Granados
Newcomer Center Coordinator
Phone: 336.747-6804 (ex. 51537)
Email: lgranados@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Jonathan Gutierrez
Bilingual Parent Liaison
Phone: 336.748.4000 (ex. 51528)
Email:: jngutierrez@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Rebecca Olsen
Elementary SIOP Coach and EL Facilitator 
Phone: 336.748.4000 (ex. 51513)
Email: rlolsen@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Ana Ortiz
EL Parent Engagement Support Specialist/
Toyota Family Literacy Program Coordinator 
Phone: 336.748.4000 (ex. 51514)
Email: adortiz@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Elizabeth Perez
Newcomer Center Administrative 
Assistant/LEP Data Manager
Phone: 336.747-6804 (ex. 51536)
Email: eperez@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Harold Figueroa Santiago
Bilingual Parent Liaison
Phone: 336.748.4000 (ex. 51520) 
Email: hfigueroasantiago@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

David Sisk
Title III/EL Program Director
Phone: 336.727.8029
Email: dtsisk@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Ann (Rebecca) Talton
ESL Lead Teacher
Phone: 336.748.4000 (ex. 51512)
Email: ratalton@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

ESL Department Contacts 

Join Our Haiku Pages

• English as a Second Language Code: WSESL

• Elementary Sheltered  Instruction 

Observation Protocol (SIOP) Code: P6BBK

• World Languages Code: KFRRB

mailto:alcannon@wsfcs.k12.nc.us
mailto:dmcastano@wsfcs.k12.nc.us
mailto:clfischer@wsfcs.k12.nc.us
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mailto:hfigueroasantiago@wsfcs.k12.nc.us
mailto:dtsisk@wsfcs.k12.nc.us
mailto:ratalton@wsfcs.k12.nc.us
http://bit.ly/wsfcsesl
http://bit.ly/wsfcssiop
http://www.bit.ly/worldwsfcs
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To learn a 
language is to 
have one more 

window 
with which to 

view the world. 

-Chinese Proverb

Q & A
1. How is a student classified as an English Learner (EL)?

Each student who enrolls in WS/FCS completes a Home Language Survey. If the family 
indicates another language besides English is spoken in the home, the child must take 
either the Kindergarten WIDA-ACCESS Placement Test (KW-APT) or the WIDA 
Screener (1st-12th graders). If they fall below a set level of English proficiency, they 
are labeled as an English Learner (EL). 

2. How are ELs assessed?

The KW-APT and WIDA Screener are English proficiency screeners used initially to 
identify students as ELs.  The ACCESS Test is the English proficiency assessment that 
EL students take annually each spring. This test measures their progress in mastering 
the English language. 

3. Do All ELs have to take the ACCESS? 

Yes, all students with the EL designation must take the ACCESS test annually until they 
pass/exit, at which point they are designated as a Former English Learner (FEL).

4. If a student doesn’t qualify, does that mean they are proficient in English? 

Not necessarily. Students who do not qualify for services may still be in the process of 
acquiring the English Language. However, they may not need the intensive support that 
others do. 

5. Do All ELs receive testing accommodations? 

No. Only students who score less than a five in reading on the WIDA Screener or the 
ACCESS qualify for testing 
accommodations. 

6. Is being an EL the same 
thing as ESL? 

No. English Learner (EL) is the
designation or label given to 
students learning English.     
English as a Second Language 
(ESL) is the class or curriculum 
students receive. A student can 
be an EL and choose not receive 
ESL services. 
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Top Languages Spoken by ELs in the US

The Growing Diversity of the US 
According to the US Census Bureaus’ count in 2015 there are 350 languages spoken in the United States. 
Interestingly, although Spanish is the home language of 71% of ELs in the US overall, it is not the top language 
spoken in every state. In Maine Somali is the most spoken home language, representing 33% of the EL population in 
the state. In Vermont the most common language for ELs is Napali, while in Montana it’s German.  In Hawaii, 
Ilokana is the most common, while in Alaska almost half of ELs speak Yupik.  Within each state the languages spoken 
vary greatly as well.  3% of New York’s ELs speak Bengali, 10% of ELs in Vermont speak Chustic, 12% of ELs in 
Hawaii speak Chuukese, while 3% of ELs in Illinois speak Polish. Some states’ ELs are also more homogenous, such 
as in Texas where 90.5% of ELs speak Spanish, while others are much more diverse. New York City is one of the 
most diverse areas with over 192 language groups represented in the city alone, followed by Los Angeles with 185 
languages, and Washington DC with 168 languages.  

ELs in the US
All 50 states have English Learners, but 
some have more than others. California 
has more than 1.5 million ELs, nearly 
25% of the state’s total K-12 student 
population. California is followed by New 
Mexico, Nevada, Texas, and Colorado in 
most ELs  The states that have seen 
the most growth in their EL populations 
however, are Arkansas, Kentucky, 
Tennessee, North and South Carolina. 

Refugee Populations in the US 
There are an estimated 22.5 million refugees world-
wide. A refugee is anyone who has to flee their home to 
escape violence, war, or persecution. Only 1% of these 
individuals will permanently relocate to new countries, 
and must fit into one or more categories; urgent 
medical needs, survivor of violence or torture, and/or 
are high risk because of gender or age. The U.S. has 
about 350 refugee resettlement agencies across 
nearly all 50 states. These agencies resettle almost 
two-thirds of these refugees in the US, more than all 
other resettlement countries combined. Although there 
are 70 countries where refugees currently come 
from, the highest percentages in recent years have 
come from Syria, Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
and Myanmar.  2015

EL Language 
Distribution in 

US Schools 

2. Chinese

3.Vietnamese 

4. French/Haitian 
Creole 

5.Arabic
1. Spanish
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Stage Description

Pre-

Production

In this stage the student is absorbing the new 

language, but not producing it. He/she is 

building receptive vocabulary and listening 

skills.

Early 

Production

The student begins speaking and writing using 

single words or short phrases with many 

errors still present. Ex. “Want Water.” or 

“Bathroom?”

Speech

Emergent

The student speaks and writes in longer 

phrases and sentences but still relies heavily 

on context clues and familiar topics.  The 

student’s vocabulary increases and he/she 

begins to generalize.

Beginning 

Fluency 

Speech is fluent in social or familiar settings. 

New contexts and academic language are still 

a challenge due to gaps in the student’s 

vocabulary. 

Intermediate 

Fluency 

The student is fluent in social settings and 

fairly fluent in academic ones.  Some gaps in 

vocabulary may still exist, but the student can 

demonstrate higher order thinking skills. 

Advanced 

Fluency 

The student can speak and write in connected, 

unified paragraphs and is fluent in all contexts. 

The student may still have an accent and 

confuse idiomatic expressions but is 

essentially fluent and comfortable in the 2nd 

language. This can take 5-10 years to achieve. 

English as a Second Language Department
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Are Your Students At?
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FEEDBACK
Give Us Some 

Feedback: 

Click Here 
to tell us what you 

think! 

The WIDA Can Do Indicators

The WIDA Can Dos are designed to help teachers understand where students are in the 
language acquisition process, set realistic instructional goals, and fairly grade student 
work. The levels of the chart correlate to students’ ACCESS scores and indicate where 
students are currently functioning, as well as what behaviors indicate growth. Your ESL 
teacher should provide you with these, however, you can also access a copy on the SIOP 
Newcomers’ page HERE. 

Top Languages Spoken by ELs in WS/FCS

1. Spanish

2. Arabic
3. Chinese

4. Vietnamese
5. Karenni

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfvJyDvtSnQSgUXc7_A-Kb9Sfk-RfMK553YW-ODdXmCMEqA4g/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.wsfcs.k12.nc.us/Page/92672
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EL Changes Under ESSA 

1. EL accountability is now housed under Title I 

instead of Title III.

2. States have the option to include Newcomers 

in testing, but exempt their scores from 

accountability calculations. 

3. Scores now include exited ELs’ for four 

years (instead of 2) in EL subgroup data. 

4. A school must have 30 kids for the EL 

subgroup to be counted in the school report 

card. 

5. There will be required increased reporting of 

EC/EL students and student progress toward 

proficiency over time. 

6. States are required to standardize the 

entrance and exit procedures for all ELs.

As you may have heard, NC made 
some changes in the way it counts 
Newcomers’ scores last year. 
Newcomers must now take all 
state-mandated tests (including 
the Language Arts EOG from 
which first years were previously 
exempt), regardless of their time 
in the US. However, these scores 
will not count towards school 
accountability for the first year. 
The following year’s scores will 
be included for growth, and not 
until students’ third year will the 
scores count fully towards 
growth and proficiency. This will 
give students additional time to 
learn English before their scores 
impact a school’s data. In 
addition, per NC School Board of 
Education, policy TEST-016 
middle and high school EOC scores 
should not count for 20% of 
English Learners’ grades IF it is 
their initial year of enrollment. 
This applies to English/Language 
Arts/Reading, Mathematics, 
Science, and Social Studies EOC 
and NCFE assessments. For more 
information click HERE. 

Changes in EL 
Accountability

ESL Program Site Expansion Plan 
With the addition of Whitaker Elementary, Cash Elementary, Sherwood Elementary, and Paisley Middle this year, the 
WS/FCS ESL expansion plan is complete. 70 schools now offer some form of services to their English Learners.  
Students no longer have to waive or remove services to attend their assigned school! 

http://www.ncpublicschools.org/accountability/policies/slep/
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“Language shapes the way we think, and 

determines what we can think about.”

-Benjamin Lee Whorf

References for this Issue

Migration Policy Institute  
US Census Bureau 
Colorin Colorado 

US Department of State
The UN Refugee Agency  

How Can Your ESL Teacher Help?

ESL teachers fulfill a variety of roles within the 
school building. They are both educators and 
advocates. They can provide teachers with a wealth 
of resources, including linguistic and cultural 
information. Here are some other ways your ESL 
teacher can assist you in better serving your English 
Learners: 

• Providing Can Do Indicators for each EL
• Preloading specific content
• Reinforcing specific content
• Filling in background knowledge gaps
• Teaching content vocabulary 
• Assisting with parent communication
• Helping families access community resources
• Maintaining student records
• Collaborating on LEP Plans 
• Modifying classroom assignments and 

assessments
• Giving accommodations during assessments 
• Monitoring student growth 
• Consulting on and providing resources for 

struggling students 
• Helping make grading and retention decisions

Interested in EL PD?

The ESL department will now code their 
workshops with the prefix EL- in the 
WS/FCS Staff Development system to 

make it easier to search and find English 
Learner-related professional development. 

Check out back 

issues of 

Many Tongues,

One Voice 

by clicking 

HERE 

Refugee Populations in 
Forsyth County 

In the last three years the Triad 
World Relief Organization has 
resettled 135 refugee children 

between the ages of 5-18 in Winston-
Salem/Forsyth County. Many of these 

families came from the Congo and 
Syria.  Check out their website here:  

https://worldrelieftriad.org

https://www.migrationpolicy.org/
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2015/cb15-185.html
http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/what-you-need-know-about-ells-fast-facts
https://www.state.gov/j/prm/ra/
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/resettlement-in-the-united-states.html
https://www.wsfcs.k12.nc.us/Page/107823
https://worldrelieftriad.org/


Page 9   

English as a Second Language Department

Newsletter

•   Accountability  •  Collaboration  •  Equity   •  High Expectations   •   Integrity    •   Student- Centered  •     

Training
SIOP
Do you want to Know how to accelerate the English 
Language acquisition process, motivate your English 

Learners and improve your teaching practice? 

• Location: Central Meeting Room, Goodwill Industries 
of Northwest NC, 2701 University Parkway, Winston-
Salem, NC 27105

• Dates: Tuesday, October 9th & Wednesday, October 
10th (Please attend both days) 

• From 8:30am-4:00pm sharp

• CEU Credits: 13 hours (6.5 ESL/General & 6 5 
Reading)

Note: Please get principal approval for a sub BEFORE 
registering via the WS/FCS staff development system. 

JOIN US! 


